
Copper John                   Pattern Description                 Rev 20121021. 

One of the reasons that the Copper John works so well is its heavily weighted underbody 

and bead head. I go so far as to tie all of mine with tungsten beads and lead wire! The wire 
overbody adds segmentation, flash, weight and durability  This is one of most popular flies 

in the country.  
 

Materials Needed: 
Hook: TMC 5262 #12-18 Thread: 70 Denier, Black Bead: Gold colored Brass or Tungsten, 

sized to hook. Tail: Dark Brown Goose Biot Body: Wapsi UTC Wire, Color of Choice, sized to 
hook. Flashback: Pearl Flashabou Wingcase: Black Thinskin Thorax: Peacock Herl Legs: 

Hungarian Partridge Wingcase Coating: 5 Minute Epoxy 

 

Start by threading the bead on the hook with the small hole toward the hook point. This will 
put the small hole next to the hook eye when it is slid around the bend. 

 
Make eight to twelve turns of appropriately sized lead wire around the shank behind the 

bead and break off the ends. Be sure to flatten the ends of the lead so they don't stick up. 
 

Slide the lead wraps into the back of the bead. They should countersink into the hole in the 
backside of the bead. 

 

Start the tying thread behind the lead and build a taper from the bare shank at the rear up 
onto the lead. Continue wrapping the thread to cover the lead wraps and create a smooth 

underbody. Return the thread to the bend of the hook. 
 

Measure the biots so they are about one half a shank length long and place them at the 
bend of the hook with one biot on either side of the shank. 

 
Work the thread forward over the remaining butt ends of the biots to the sixty percent 

point on the hook. This will assure that the underbody taper remains smooth and level. Cut 
the remaining butt ends off. 

 

Tie an eight-inch length of copper wire along the side of the shank. Pull the wire down to 

length so the front end is only about an eye length from the back of the bead. 
 

Wrap the thread over the wire (keeping it along the side of the hook) back to the bend. Be 
sure to wrap tightly, particularly at the bend. 

 

Return the thread to just behind the bead and start wrapping the wire forward. Make the 

wraps as close together as possible, with NO spaces between the wraps. 
 

I find that if you tilt the wire toward the rear of the hook as you wrap it is much easier to 
keep the wraps butted up to one another. This lets the previous wrap act as a guide for the 

next, rolling it off the front edge and nestling it into place in front. 
 

Continue wrapping the wire forward to one eye length behind the bead. Tie off the wire 

and twist the leftover stub to break it off. 

 

Tie in the strand(s) of pearl flashabou at the middle of its length. 

 

Double the front end back over the body and tie both strands down to the midpoint on the 
shank. 

 



Cut a strip of Thinskin from the sheet that is just a bit narrower than the hook gap. (DO 
NOT remove the paper backing from the sheet beforehand. Leave the Thinskin on the 

backing, cut the appropriate sized strip and then peel the backing off.) After cutting the 
strip, peel off the backing and tie the Thinskin in at the rear edge of the bead with the 

shiny side down. Wrap back over the Thinskin to the midpoint on the hook. 

 

Select six to eight peacock herls and cut their tips so they are even. Tie them in by the tips 
at the rear edge of the bead and wrap back over them to the base of the wingcase (50% 

point). This is a good place to add a thin layer of Zap-A-Gap to reinforce the peacock. 
 

Wrap the peacock herl forward over the wet glue, forming a bushy thorax. Tie off the 
peacock behind the bead and clip the excess. 

 

Select a Hungarian partridge feather that has a relatively square tip. Trim (only) the center 
quill leaving a V-shaped cut out in the feather. 

 
Place the partridge feather over the hook, behind the bead with the inside down and the 

tips extending back to the point on the hook. The "V" should be split on either side of the 

shank 
 

Grasp the tips of the partridge feather in your material hand and make a few turns of 
thread over the butt of the feather. The tips should extend out of the front of the peacock 

herl thorax. Trim the butt end of the partridge off flush with the back of the bead. 
 

Pull the Thinskin wingcase forward over the peacock herl thorax (with the shiny side up 

now) and tie it down behind the bead. 

 

Pull the strands of flashabou over the top of the Thinskin, taking care to keep them 
centered, and tie them down behind the bead also. Cut the butt ends of the Thinskin and 

the flashabou off flush with the back of the bead. 
 

Build a narrow 'neck' of thread behind the bead to hide the rough edges and whip finish. 
 

Finished fly. Notice the abdomen/thorax proportions, the length of the legs, no gaps in the 
wire body and the angle of the biot tails. 

 

Mix up a small batch of 5-minute epoxy. Be sure to keep the parts exactly even and mix 
them thoroughly. Place a drop on the tip of your bodkin and apply it to the wingcase. Be 

sure to cover the entire wingcase, edge-to-edge, and front to back. I usually work a bit of 
epoxy up onto the rear edge of the bead. This step covers the thread 'neck' and keeps the 

epoxy from peeling off later. 
 

Notice the highlight from the pearl flashabou strip showing through the epoxy. The epoxy 
really livens up the flash and adds incredible durability. 

 

 


