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May 4th Meeting Program: 
information soon 

Monthly Board Meeting: 
Date:  May 6th 
Day:  Monday 
Location: Life Style Center,  
Address :  5105 W. Cypress, Visalia 
Time:  700pm-900pm 
All members are welcome to attend. 

Monthly Meeting:  
Date:       May 4th 
Day:         Friday 
Place:       Life Style Center,  
Address :  5105 W. Cypress, Visalia 
Time:       7:30pm—9:30pm 

FLY of the MONTH TYING SESSION with 
Don Lieb, from 6:30pm to 7:30 pm before the 

meeting. Bring  your own vise, tools and materials. 
If you do not have materials the club will supply 

them.   

Kaweah Flyfishers Aims and Purposes 
To improve and promote the sport of fly fishing as one means of enhancing 

and conserving high quality fisheries. 
To educate the public as to conservation practices needed and used in fish-

ing. 
To promote and provide instruction in fly tying, fly rod building, fly casting 

and general stream-manship.  
To promote and work for the betterment of all fisheries in the Central Sierra with 

particular interest in the Kaweah, Kings, Tule and Kern River watersheds.  
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                PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE  
 
 
This time last year we were worried about the high flows on the Kings and when runoff would become low 
enough to fish.  This morning’s paper (April 1st) had the flows on the Kings at or around 500 CFS, last year we 
were in flood release conditions. 
 
Kelsey is coming up in less than two months (Memorial Day Weekend) it looks like  the rod fees are still $100 a 
day so get your reservations into Mark Cave and your checks to mark Bonar.  Good fishing and great food is in 
store. 
 
The quasi annual Lake Hume outing, in conjunction with the Fresno Club is scheduled for the 19th of May.  
Lunch will be provided but side dishes are welcome.  Bring anything that will float as long as it isn’t gasoline 
powered (fishing vessels, not food). 
 
The annual fund raiser is in September.  Lee Terkelson is the speaker and we need items for the live and silent 
auctions.  Also we need some volunteers to help with set up, food prep, auction management etc. 
 
Yesterday was the last TIC release on the Kings for this year.  The kids seem to have had a great time, even some 
of the adults tried their hand at casting; I think the kids enjoyed seeing that the foibles of the new casters were not 

the exclusive property of the young. 
 
Several times I have asked for input for suggested outing destinations and speakers; haven’t had much feed back. 
 
Wayne  
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On Friday and Saturday, May 18 & 19, Lake Kaweah is  celebrating 50 years!  We have many events that 
we are planning and invitations to send out. One of  the events that I am planning is a Kids Water Carn i-
val on Saturday from 1pm-2pm.  The carnival will be  on dry land, at the Lake Visitor Center.  I was wo n-
dering if someone from your club would like to have  a little booth or game the kids could play.  There  will 
be other games and booths for kids to interact with , carnival style.  We thought the fly fishers would  be 
super engaging for kids. 
thanks for entertaining the notion.  I can be reach ed a sfi@sequoiahistory.org or (559)565-4251 for qu es-
tions and to let me know of your interest.   
Sincerely, 
~Savannah 

 

The lake was formed by the construction of Terminus Dam on the Kaweah Riv-
er. The dam was completed in 1962 by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to 
provide flood control and water conservation. During the spring run-off season 
it stores 143,000-acre feet of water. Energy production was added in 1990 with 
the construction of the Terminus Power Plant. The new hydroelectric plant pro-
duces an average of 40 million kilowatt-hours of electricity annually, which is 
equivalent to 67,000 barrels of oil.. 

Lake Kaweah is fed by the Kaweah River, which originates in the Sierra Neva-
da at Sequoia National Park. Long ago, Yokuts, Wukchumne, and Kaweah 
people lived and hunted along this river. Spaniards were the first Europeans to 
explore this area two centuries ago. Settlers arrived fifty years later. Cattleman Hale Tharp started a ranch at the 
confluence of the Kaweah River and Deer Creek in 1856. He lived here until his death in 1912. Several land-
marks still bear his name. The Lake Kaweah  

Terminus Dam, America's largest spillway fusegates, diverse wildlife, Native American history.  Terminus Dam is located 
on Kaweah River in the Tulare Lake sub-basin of the Central Valley of California. It is situated about 2 miles northeast of 
the town of Lemon Cove and 20 miles east of the city of Visalia. The reservoir covers an area of about 4 square miles. The 
dam and reservoir take their name from the place-name "Terminus," which was applied to the end of the Visalia Electric 
Railroad spur line extended into the area in the early 1900's. The dam provides irrigation and municipal water supply, and as 
a result, the Kaweah River below the dam is usually regulated for a stable flow year round. The South Fork and the main-
stem of the Kaweah both flow into the reservoir and the North Fork joins a short distance upstream. The dam is about 20 
miles (32 km) east of Visalia, California, and faces California's Central Valley.[1] 

The earthfill dam is 130 feet (40 m) high and approximately 870 feet (270 m) long, and can control up to a 1,000 year flood.
[2] The dam lies alongside California State Route 198, just before it enters Sequoia National Park. 

Built by the United States Army Corps of Engineers, Terminus Dam was completed in 1962 to provide flood control and 
water for irrigation. A project to raise the lake 21 feet (6 m) was completed in 2004. The project included the construction of 
six 21-foot (6 m)-tall fusegates in the spillway.Terminus Dam is a dam on the Kaweah River, which serves to form Lake 

Kaweah. 

Dating back almost a century, Kaweah River Valley residents fought 
to protect their towns from flooding by damming the Kaweah River. 
Native American sites are scattered throughout the basin with an ex-
cellent example of grinding stones at the Kaweah Heritage Visitor 
Center. Hale Tharp, the first Caucasian to visit the Giant Forest Se-
quoia grove, lived along what is now Lake Kaweah. 

 

 

Shortly after the dam was constructed 

Before the Terminus Dam was constructed 
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Continued from page 3 
 

The Kaweah River rises in the southernmost part of the Sierra Nevada and flows 
southwest into the dry  basin of the southern San Joaquin Valley, begin in or near Se-
quoia National Park. There are five primary forks to the Kaweah River: the Middle 
Fork, East Fork, North Fork, South Fork and Marble Fork, ordered by size. The Mid-
dle Fork, the largest tributary and sometimes considered the main stem of the Kaweah 
River, rises along the Great Western Divide, fed by a series of lakes, springs and 
snowfields. The river flows west, passing Moro Rock and crossing underneath Cali-
fornia State Route 198, more commonly known as the Generals Highway (the main 
road through Sequoia National Park) between the confluence with Paradise Creek and 
the Marble Fork. It receives the Marble Fork from the right, forming the Kaweah Riv-
er proper, which soon receives the East Fork from the left near Three Rivers. 

The Kaweah River is an approximately 58.5-mile (94.1 km)-long river in the U.S. state of California. It rises in four major 
forks in the Sierra Nevada within Sequoia National Park, flowing southwest through the Lake Kaweah reservoir and onto 
an alluvial plain northeast of Visalia. Formerly the river continued southwest to empty into Tulare Lake, the terminal sink 
of an endorheic basin in the southern Central Valley. However, the river is heavily diverted for irrigation water, and its low-
er reaches are dry for most of the year. 

The river continues southwest to the confluence with the North Fork from the right, then the South Fork enters from the left 
just before Lake Kaweah, formed by Terminus Dam, impedes the river’s course. After passing out of the dam, the Kaweah 
receives Dry Creek from the right then curves south through farmland past the town of Lemon Cove. Cottonwood Creek 
enters from the right and Yokohl Creek from the left. The river then splits into distributaries, 
including the St. Johns River and Deep Creek. The main channel continues southwest, join-
ing with the Tule River. In wet years, the river occasionally reaches the now-dry Tulare Lake 
bed, which even emptied into the San Joaquin River during extreme floods through forks of 
the Kings River. 

Kaweah River was known as Rio San Francisco by early Spanish explorers, as Rio San Ga-
briel by later Spanish expeditions, and as River Francis (or Frances) by some of the early 
Americans in the region. The Kaweah River Delta was called the Four Creeks Area because 
of the four principal distributaries the stream divided into easterly of present-day Visalia—Mill, Packwood, and Outside 
Creeks and St. Johns River. The name "Kaweah" is of Indian origin and its meaning has not been clearly defined. It has 
been variously interpreted as meaning "crow cry," "happy land," or simply the area inhabited by the Kaweah Group of 
Yokuts Indians. The Indians pronounce the word "Ga-We-Hah," with equal accent on each syllable. 

The dam provides flood control, irrigation and municipal water supply, and as a result, the Kaweah River below the dam is 
usually regulated for a stable water supply. 
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Kaweah Fly Fishers will once again take over Kelsey Bass Ranch for the 
Memorial Day weekend.  The ranch is located between Snelling and Lake McSwain.  It is $100/rod/
day to fish Saturday and/or Sunday.  You may dry camp Friday through Sunday night.   This year I 
intend to feed participants Saturday and Sunday for all meals.  Donations to Kaweah Fly Fishers will 
be accepted for food.  Members, their guests and friends from other clubs are welcome to try some 
solid quality bass fishing.   
 
There is no alcohol allowed on the Lake and life vests must be worn for night fishing.  You can fish 
from the bank, float tube, canoe or even launch a full on bass boat.  I enjoy the quiet beauty of what 
the Valley may have looked like in years gone by.   
If you plan to go, please let me know so I can plan chow.  It is fine to pay there or bring a check to 
Mark Bonar, KFF treasurer, at our meeting or send it to our mailbox (Kaweah Fly Fishers, P.O. Box 
3704, Visalia, CA 93278) .  I hope you can make it even for a day.  We had a great turnout last year 
and everyone had a fine time. 
 
Contact Mark Cave at mdcave@sbcglobal.net 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Do you like  to catch  
 

BIG BASS!!! Or Trout 
 

Then come to the  
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From the desk William Carnazzo, Department of Fish & Game  

 

April 4, 2012 

 

 

Governor Jerry Brown 

c/o State Capitol, Suite 1173 

Sacramento, CA 95814 

Re: Suc$on Dredge Mining— 

 

Honorable Governor Brown: 

 

On February 17, 2012, the Department of Fish and Game (“DFG”) issued a set of revised dra5 regula$ons for 

issuance of suc$on dredge mining permits. A comment period of 17 days, ending on March 5, 2012, was set in 

the no$ce that accompanied the revised regula$ons. DFG has also stated that it intends to issue the “Final 

Supplemental Environmental Impact Report” on March 7, 2012, just two days following close of the comment 

period on the regula$ons.  

 

The 17 day comment period for the currently proposed regula$ons is far too short to allow the large number 

of persons and organiza$ons statewide, who commented on the previous version, to review, digest, under-

stand and provide cogent comments on the current dra5 regula$ons. This period should be extended to at 

least 45 days. There appears no logical reason for such a short period, and none is offered by DFG. This is a 

highly controversial and complex subject, and more $me is clearly needed. 

 

The problem is further complicated by the fact that DFG has stated that it intends to release its Final Supple-

mental EIR on March 7, 2012, as men$oned above. From this mere two-day hiatus between the closure of the 

regula$ons comment period and issuance of the EIR, it appears that DFG either expects no significant com-

ments on the regula$ons that would need to be addressed in the EIR, or it intends to ignore comments en$re-

ly. Neither premise is acceptable. Furthermore, it is difficult to comment on the regula$ons without having 

the EIR in hand, so that DFG’s reasoning and ra$onale for the various provisions of the regula$ons, can be 

taken into account in commen$ng on the regula$ons. In the aborted process that preceded your signature of 

AB 120 on July 26, 2011, DFG issued its then-proposed revised regula$ons along with its dra5 EIR. 

 

It is respecEully requested that you order Mr. Chuck Bonham, Director of the Department of Fish & Game, to 

lengthen the comment period to at least 45 days, and to provide the Final Supplemental EIR to the public so 

that it can be used to assist in formula$on of intelligent comments on the proposed revised regula$ons. 

Thank you. 

 

Sincerely, 
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Local River Flows 



8 

 

Fish Tales 
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Tying Instructions:                   Barr's Damsel   
  1. Tie in small Black Chain eyes just behind the eye of the hook ,  
leaving enough room to tie off. Lay a thread base back along the  
shank of the hook to just behind the hook barb.   
  
2. Tie in an Olive marabou tail that is about half the hook shank  
length. Wrap the marabou up to the thorax location and bring thread  
back to the base of the tail.   
  
  3. Attach a monofilament ribbing and also a plastic strip about 1/4"  
wide to the tail tie-off position.  
  
4. Dub Olive Brown Scintilla to the thread and start the dubbing at  
the tail-in position. Try to keep this as thin as possible.   
  
5. Dub over the marabou abdomen with Olive Brown Scintilla. Stop  
just past the midway point on the shank.  
  
  6. Bring the plastic strip over the abdomen and secure with thread  
wraps. Wrap the monofilament ribbing over the plastic up to the  
thorax region and tie off.   
  
  7. Dub a thorax of Olive Brown Scintilla.   
  
  8. Tie in an Olive Mallard Flank Hackle and adjust the fibers so that  
they extend just past the thorax from each side.   
  
  9. Bring the plastic wingcase over the thorax and secure.   
  
  10. Apply more dubbing to the thread .  
  
11. Wrap the Olive Brown Scintilla dubbing over the mono eyes to  
form a head.   
  
  12. Tie off and Whip finish. Tease out a number of fibers from below  
the fly with a piece of Velcro and sweep back.  
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ADVANTAGES OF ADG TITANIUM FLY RODS 
Performs Better Then Any Graphite Rod! 
⇒ Powerful - Durable 
⇒ Much Less Fatigue on Arm & Shoulders, Let Titanium Do The Work 
⇒ Less Need To False Cast 
⇒ Cast Effortlessly & Accurately 
⇒ More Sensitive Feel 
⇒ Used for All Fresh and Salt Water Fish Species 
⇒ Over 10 Years of Satisfied Anglers Who Say ADG Titanium Rods Perform As The Original Inventor Claims and More - "Just an In-

credible Rod"! 
⇒ Vastly Different and Better Than Graphite Rods  
⇒ Interchangeable Rod Sections Allows Warranty Replacement Via 24 Hour Overnight Courier Availability. 

ADG® - The Only True Titanium Action Fly Rods 
In The World!  
(International Titanium Association Verified Authentic Titanium Metal 
Is Used In ADG® Titanium Fly Rods). The most advanced rod tech-
nology exhibited at the prestigious Catskill Fly-Fishing Museum in New 
York 
ADG® REVOLUTIONARY TITANIUM FLY RODS™  
EXCEEDS THE QUALITY & PERFORMANCE OF TODAY'S TRADI-
TIONAL RODS WITH STATE-OF-THE-ART, CUTTING-EDGE TITANI-
UM TECHNOLOGY! 
Our claims are based on scientific research & angler's testimonies, not 
from a commercial sales point of view. 
Compared to Today's Major Name Brand Rods, Our Rods  are:  
- AFFORDABLE PRICE  
- HIGHER QUALITY  
- BETTER PERFORMING  
 
We Guarantee Beginners can Learn to Cast Within 
Minutes 30 to 40 Feet in one Cast. Just Pick up the  line, 
Let the line Load Once, then cast to your Target. " It's 
That Simple!"  
"FREE CAST LESSONS AT OUR PHONE EXPENSE"! 
Experts will improve their cast and be able to fish with much less fa-
tigue....all day!  

The World’s First And Only True Titanium Action Fly  Rods! 
 
We've Revolutionized Fly Fishing Techniques with Cutting Edge, State-of-the-Art “TITANIUM” Technology. ADG® Titanium Fly Rods™ 
transfer Titanium Potential Energy to Kinetic Energy 0.5 (mv2square) thus making fishing much easier with less strain in the arm mus-
cles. It's the Only Rod That Uses True Solid Titanium Metal Wire in The Entire Rod! Our Titanium Fly Rod's are a result of over 20 years 
of extensive fly rod R&D that have produced a one of a kind, patented rod which possess these remarkable results 

 

 

ADG©INTERNATIONAL MARKETING 
P.O. Box 441403 

Aurora, CO 80044-1403 

Phone & Fax: (720) 870-3400 
E-mail: adgfish@msn.com This e-mail ad-
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Yosemite Rivers Fly Shop is located at 
40827 Hwy 41 In Oakhurst, CA 

Shop phone number: 559-641-7788 
 

Brought to you by Sierra Fly Fisher 
Guide Service 

http://sierraflyfisher.com 

SUPPORT YOU LOCAL FLY FISHING SHOPS 

Celebrate the season opener with a Free BBQ from noon till 3:00pm. 

 Activities will include:  

⇒ fly casting lessons on the casting pond with Central Valley legend Dan Busby.  

⇒ Fly tying lessons/demos throughout the day featuring Wayne Luallen. Wayne Luallen has the 
distinction of being one of the few tyers to receive the Buz Buszek Memorial Fly Tying Award. 
He will be teaching a beginner’s class from 8 to 10 AM and an advanced class from 10 to Noon.  

Please call and reserve your place now. We are limiting the size of these classes to keep the quality 
up!  

SIMMS rep. John Sherman will be on site showing the newest SIMMS product line. For all you 
outdoor and trout photographers, Andrew Maurer from Trout Stream Designs will also be on hand 

to answer all your photography questions.  

 

Yosemite Rivers Fly Shop is located at 40827 Hwy 41 In Oakhurst, CA  

Shop phone number: 559-641-7788  
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DAY DATE EVENT INFORMATION 

Wed April 18th KFFF Casting Classes   From 6pm – 7pm, Plaza Park pond ‘s west bank. the Kaweah Fly Fishers’ 
Casting Class held each Wednesday evening from 6:00-7:00pm, March 
through mid October, at Plaza Park pond ‘s west bank. For more infor-
mation or to reserve a spot contact mdcave@sbcglobal.net  

Tues April 24th Fly Tying with Don Lieb  

Olive Partridge & Foam 
Backed humpy  

7pm – 9pm  at 4520 W Cypress Ave, Visalia. (corner Linwood St) Quail 
Park Retirement Village  

Wed April 125h KFFF Casting Classes   From 6pm – 7pm, Plaza Park pond ‘s west bank. the Kaweah Fly Fishers’ 
Casting Class held each Wednesday evening from 6:00-7:00pm, March 
through mid October, at Plaza Park pond ‘s west bank. For more infor-
mation or to reserve a spot contact mdcave@sbcglobal.net  

Satur-Satur-Satur-Satur-
daydaydayday    

April  April  April  April  
28th28th28th28th    

    OPENING DAY OF TROUT FISHING SEASON!!!OPENING DAY OF TROUT FISHING SEASON!!!OPENING DAY OF TROUT FISHING SEASON!!!OPENING DAY OF TROUT FISHING SEASON!!!    

Satur-
day 

April  
28th 

Open House & free BBQ 
Yosemite Rivers Fly 
Shop  

12pm – 3pm ,  40827 Hwy 41 In Oakhurst, CA 559-641-7788 .  See page 12 for more 
information  

Wed May 2nd KFFF Casting Classes   From 6pm – 7pm, Plaza Park pond ‘s west bank. the Kaweah Fly Fishers’ 
Casting Class held each Wednesday evening from 6:00-7:00pm, March 
through mid October, at Plaza Park pond ‘s west bank. For more infor-
mation or to reserve a spot contact mdcave@sbcglobal.net  

Friday 
Night 

May 5th Club meeting - Tony Kri-
zan  presents- Ansel Ad-
am’s Wilderness  

7:30pm – 9:30pm at the LifeStyle Center, 5105 Cypress, Visalia .  
Tony Krizan, writer, author, photographer, hiker and adventurer. For the last 30 years he 
has been hiking the remote regions of our Sierra Nevada Mountains. Over the years he has 
gathered information and photos to share with you of this precious wilderness. Tony said 
that “At times history and wilderness cross paths and hopefully my slide show presentation 
will awaken a few memories from your past. This evening I’ll be focusing on the Ansel 
Adam’s Wilderness. The silver screen will bring to you those familiar areas such as Mono 
Hot Springs, Edison Lake, Florence Lake and Devils Bathtub. Plan your day hikes and 
venture into the surrounding mountains to enjoy fly fishing at those hidden smaller lakes. 
Don’t forget to test your skills along the historic San Joaquin River. “My website 
(www.sierrahilite.com) will have photos and a link to Mono Hot Springs. Enjoy the wil-
derness, Tony Krizan  

    

 

CALENDAR OF EVENTSCALENDAR OF EVENTSCALENDAR OF EVENTSCALENDAR OF EVENTS    
For other Calendar Dates 

Visit the Clubs web-site at www.kaweahflyfishers.org 
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Kaweah FlyfishersKaweah FlyfishersKaweah FlyfishersKaweah Flyfishers
            

            Post Office Box 3704 
 Visalia, California 93278  

We are proud to be affiliated with these organizations: 
    
CALIFORNIA SPORTFISHING PROTECTION ALLIANCE  
 
FEDERATION OF FLY FISHERS, Southwest Council      
 
CALIFORNIA TROUT    
  
THE NATURE CONSERVANCY  
 
TROUT UNLIMITED                                                          

Submitting Newsletter Articles 
 
Articles must be received by the 20th of the 
month for the following month’s edition.  A 
heads-up even before then is greatly appreciated.  
E-mail information or article to:  rhart-
ley@dinuba.ca.gov 
WEB SITE http://www.kaweahflyfishers.org 
Newsletter Editor: Rick Hartley 
rhartley@dinuba.ca.gov 
 
 
Subscription Price is included in all classes of 
membership. 

 

Parts of this newsletter may be repro-
duced so long as credit is given the au-
thor, artist, and the Kaweah Flyfishers. 

 
. 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
      Phone                    E-mail 
Past President:    Jim Brem ......      559-260-7152 jdbrem@lightspeed.net 
PRESIDENT:  Wayne Thompson  .559-324-1410   wayne@sawdustandflies.com 
Vice President:  Rick Hartley..      559-284-2521          rhartley@dinuba.ca.gov 
SECRETARY:   Don Stillwell....    559-733-9471        dons@lightspeed.net 
TREASURER :  Mark Bonar         559-733-4451 ra_mbonar@att.net 
DIRECTOR:      George Pilling....559- 625-3662        gppilling@gmail.com  
DIRECTOR:      Dave Harris. ..     559-625-0362 david@dharrisusa.com  
DIRECTOR:      Rob Loer      robloer@earthlink.net 

DIRECTOR:     Fred Naylor ..559-730-5504 fnaylo1@gmail.com 
 
COMMITTEEIES    
CONSERVATION:  John Crane .559-741-9216          crane-j@att.net 
FALL BANQUET:    pending  
FLY CASTING:  Mark Cave........559- 623-5338 mdcave@sbcglobal.net 
FLYROD BUILDING: Fred Nave..559-625-5294  
FLY TYING: Don Lieb.................559-734-5153 d.lieb@sbcglobal.net 
LIBRARY  David Harris ..............559-625-0362 david@dharrisusa.com 
LOWER KINGS RIVER:   
John Crane,  ............ 559-741-9216          crane-j@att.net 
MEMBERSHIP:  Fred Naylor …..559-730-5504 fnaylo1@gmail.com,   
  Mailing address is 222 S. Hilton CT, Visalia, CA. 93291 
OUTINGS:Mark Cave   ..............559-623-5338  mdcave@sbcglobal.net 
SOUTHWEST COUNCIL FFF and CLUB WEBSITE:    
Wayne Thompson  ...................559-324-1410   wayne@sawdustandflies.com 
TROUT IN THE CLASSROOM:  George Pilling, 559- 625-3662 - gppill-
ing@gmail.com  
NEWSLETTER: Rick  Hartley……559- 5859-1435    rhartley@dinuba.ca.gov 


