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Visalia,  Ca .                            MARCH 2013 Newsletter                          

 

April Meeting Program: 
 

Brian Adams and Guy Jeans  
 

 

Brian Adams and Guy Jeans had the opportunity to 
travel to Washington D.C. in December sponsored by Trout Unlimited.  
 
The object was to have locals give input to legislators about the conditions in our area and the 
Kernville area.  
 
There are 2 bills proposed that will make changes in wilderness areas that will have an impact.  
One is the Renewable Energy Act S1776 and 
the other is the Wilderness and Roadless Area Release Act 0f 2011 HR1581. 
 
Comer to the April meeting and hear the latest news on these two bills and how they will affect out 
local streams and rivers. 

Monthly Board Meeting: 

Date:  April 8th  

Day:  Monday 

Location: Life Style Center 

5105 W. Cypress 

Time:  700pm-900pm 

All members are welcome to attend. 

Meeting Program: 
Brian Adams and Guy Jeans goes to Washington 

Monthly Meeting:  

Date:          April 5th 

Day:          Friday 

Place:       Life Style Center,  

Address :  5105 W. Cypress, Visa-

lia 

Time:       7:30pm—9:30pm 

FLY of the MONTH TYING SESSION with Don 

Lieb, from 6:30pm to 7:30 pm before the meeting. 

Bring your vise and tools and tie along too 

 

There will be a donation cup to help pay for the 

materials provided and for future fly tying materi-

als. 

See Page 9 for tying instructions 
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                PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 

I I guess you could say that the Lower Owens was a bit crowded this year.  With fourteen 
members of the Kaweah Flyfishers, something on the order of twenty from the Long Beach 
Club and we never did find out how many were there from the Kernville club, plus other 
members of the general public, it was a little more congested than in some of the previous 
years.  But the fish didn’t seem to notice.  Several members claimed some pretty good num-
bers of fish caught (12 to 13/day), even if we did get into a dispute over whether two steps 
backward equaled two cranks of the reel or not.  Hopefully, they weren’t too worn out for the 
members of the Pasadena Casting Club who followed us the next weekend. 
 
The weather could not have been much better, nice during the day and a bit cold at night.  
The food in the restaurants we visited was pretty good, certainly improved by the camarade-
rie, even if it didn’t need it  
 
I am reasonably sure that you all have heard by now about the trophy fish plants in the 
Kings.  At last report, I believe there have been something on the order of 7,200 rainbows 
weighing at six pounds or more.  Thanks are due to David Harris and several members of 
both the Kaweah Flyfishers and the Fresno Fly Fishers for Conservation for having ensured 
that the fish got distributed throughout the river rather than just deposited in a couple of easi-
ly accessed sites. 
 
Enough with history, we have some good opportunities to get together coming up on the cal-
endar: the Kaweah Crawl and the Kelsey Lake Memorial Day Outing. Mark Cave’s casting 
classes are due to be starting on March 6

th
 at the pond in Plaza Park. And if you have not al-

ready volunteered to assist the Trout in the Classroom program, George Pilling would cer-
tainly appreciate some support in the next couple of weeks  
 
As if that is not enough, it’s time that we start pulling together preparations for the fund raiser 
in September.  We have a impressive speaker lined up for the evening and I believe Jim 
Wiswell is busy whittling on a couple of pretty neat projects.  Let’s see what we can all do to 
make this year’s event a great one. 
 
John 
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Something To Think About  
 
Ocean, interrupted 
The Chico News & Review  5/29/09 
By Ryan Laine 
Imagine a clogged toilet of colorful plastic confetti. As the water turns, the scraps wash against the porcelain rim and back again. The mechanical 
churning erodes the plastics, forming a swirling mass of debris. 
 
Now imagine fishing here for dinner. 
 
That’s the North Pacific gyre: 10 million square miles of open ocean currents, circulating in a continental bowl formed by North America and Asia, 
littered like the morning after bar mitzvah. 
 
Popular myth describes the gyre as a vortex of garbage twice the size of Texas, an island of waste suspended off the shipping lanes between Cali-
fornia and Hawaii. But the Pacific “garbage patch” is more ocean than anything. 
What exists is a stewing flotsam of convenience, fully enmeshed with the marine ecosystem, drifting to and fro among nations. 
 
“This is what you get when you skim the ocean surface,” said Marcus Eriksen, while holding up a syrup bottle of murky brown water to a group of 
Chico State students last week. “Two-thirds of the Earth’s ocean is now a plastic soup.” 
 
Swirling the bottle, pale speckles of plastic no larger than a pearl clustered at the bottleneck. Eriksen said the worn and polished beads could have 
been anything, from water bottles to straws to picnic utensils from the Fourth of July of 1997. In a stead march toward the sea, the runoff of single
-use plastics parade through watersheds to the Bay Delta, and then out to sea to float off to the great “away.” 
 
Eriksen knows all about the gyre and describes finding plastics there in a similar way to noticing cigarette butts on the street: “You can look 
across the sea and say, There’s one, there’s one, there’s another, but then in some places, it looks like Wal-Mart washed up on a beach.” 
 
This grim reality has propelled Eriksen over land and sea to make one point abundantly clear: Our relationship with single-use plastics must 
change. 
 
“We’re not anti-plastic; we’re against the throw-away design,” explained Eriksen in stern sincerity. “If you can live without that moment of con-
venience, you can find another way to live.” 
 
Eriksen, who has a doctorate in science education, is director of education for the California-based nonprofit Algalita Marine Research Founda-
tion, and has gone beyond conventional research journals and seminars to expose the gyre to the world. 
 
Last year, he and fellow researcher Joel Paschal set adrift from Long Beach through 2,600 miles of open ocean on a raft of recycled garbage for an 
Algalita research voyage titled “JUNK.” Using a salvaged Cessna cabin, sailing masts and more than 15,000 plastic bottles held within fishing nets, 
Eriksen crafted a sea-worthy vessel to cross the gyre “Kon-Tiki style,” and reach Hawaii. The effort took 87 days. 
 
Now on a campaign aptly titled “Message in a Bottle,” Eriksen and his fiancée, Anna Cummins, are traveling by bicycle from Vancouver to Tijuana. 
Along their 2,000-mile route, the couple are putting sample bottles of plastic debris collected from the gyre in the hands of legislators, educators 
and students. 
 
The intention is to reveal the research of the expedition. During the voyage, Paschal and Eriksen collected plastic debris from the bellies of marine 
life, and skimmed the surface of the Pacific Ocean like a swimming pool. The findings left the crew appalled. 
 
“We compared our research from 10 years ago,” explained Cummins, alarm in her voice. “Where there was once six times the amount of plastic to 
plankton in the gyre, we are now finding that amount has doubled.” 
 
Drifting with the current, the plastic and its toxic properties are passed higher and higher up the food chain. From the lantern fish to the rainbow 
runner to the tuna; and then on to anyone fishing with a popper lure from the rocks beneath the Golden Gate or purchasing buy-catch sold at 
market. This marine life becomes fish tacos, sushi, and your favorite honeyed eggplant dish. 
 
Plastic has returned from “away” and ended up on our dinner plates. 
 
Another frightening thing about plastic: persistent organic pollutants (POP). These chemicals are resilient to deterioration and attach to plastics. 
During a straw’s lifecycle in a gutter, for example, it will collect a variety of pollutants. POPs bioaccumulate in the fatty tissue of animals as they 
move up the food chain. They are known to affect the brain as well as the reproductive and immune systems, and are linked to breast cancer. 
 

End 
 
 
 

THIS CAN HAPPEN IN RIVERS AND STREAMS TOO, PLEASE HELP BY PICKING UP THE TRASH YOU SEE STREAMSIDE. 
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PRESIDENT’S DAY WEEKEND FISHING OUTING. 
 
Presidents day weekend had finally arrived, something we had been waiting for since Presidents Day week-
end last year.  And that means the Club’s annual Presidents Day weekend fishing outing on the Owen’s River, 
at Bishop.  There were 14 of us going this year, usually there around 10 that go, and the weather was predict-

ed to be great; which it was. 
 
Everyone made the long 5 hour driver except for three that flew over, Fred, Gary and 
Rick; the flyover only took one hour and ten minutes. But there was only three in the plane 
this year, last year took an hour and a half but there was four in the plane. So we took off 
at 1:00 Friday afternoon and was fishing the river by 3:00; after getting the room  and rent-
al vehicle. 

 
That Friday afternoon we fished the catch and release section, we flew over that part 
over the river before landing at the Bishop Airport, so we drove to the river and parked 
next to John’s vehicle, got our rods ready equipment on and set out to catch some fish; 
Gary and Fred went up stream and I went down stream.   

 
In the years past I would fish until almost dark then hike back to 
the car, so I was always late getting back and we were usually late for the dinner bell.  
This year I brought a set of walkie-talkies so they would call when they are ready to 
head out, no I don’t carry a watch, and it worked good too.  Got remember for next 
year too.  I caught 4 brown trout that afternoon which wasn't to bad, I have done 
worse.  After leaving the river we met the others at Whiskey Creek Restaurant for a 
great dinner and fish stories; there were lots of those. 

 
Saturday morning we all met at JACK’S for breakfast then headed out to the Owen’s 
River.   We three stopped and got lunch to go and coffee, of course– no coffee during 
the day makes a fisherman grumpy, and got to the river around 8:30am.   The weather 
was great, the sun was shinning and although the temperature was around 40 deg. 
when we got there it warmed up to 55 deg. in the afternoon, which is really warm for 
Bishop in February.  We stopped and got all get and on the river.  I walked about a 1/4 
mile before starting fishing and fished down stream for a mile or so.  I was surprised at 
how many fishermen were on the river, it seemed like someone was fishing at every turn and the many park-
ing areas had lots of vehicles.  It was tough finding a place to fish and no body else was there; we had heard 
that there were a couple of other club’s there later on.  
All the fishing that day was by nymph fishing, there was a mayfly hatch in the afternoon but it wasn’t like the 
hatched we usually see on the river, the mayflies were hatching but the hatch was small and sporadic. The 
flies used were sized 18 & 20 & 22 and the best color was black pheasant tails, well at least for me, but midg-
es, prince nymphs, Griffith's gnats, copper johns and emergers  worked too.  I caught 11 brown trout that Sat-
urday, one of the best fishing days I ever had there.  

 
Sunday Fred, Gary, and I decided to fish the “gorge’. We got there and saw that there were a 
lot of hikers headed down to hike along the river.  We looked down the gorge and the way 
down and up again and saw a few land slides that had covered the river, the river flowed un-
der the slides, and saw how bushy it would be and decided we would be better to fish below 
the “powerhouse” so that’s where we went.  When we got to the parking lot it was full, cars 
everywhere.  We found a parking space, got out our fishing gear and started to get ready. An-
other fisherman walk to his truck and started to “ungear He asked if we were go to the river, 
we said yes”.  He said we should consider going somewhere else, that there must be 75 peo-

ple fishing the river, people were every where, he had never seen it so crowded and its like the pictures you 
see of the salmon fishermen fishing side by side.  We said well maybe we will go the upper Owens and the 
guy said that there is another club there with about 50 members.  He said he went to a place on the lower 
Owens on Saturday and he had the river to him self and told us  where it was. So we decided to go and be-
sides we have not fished there before. 
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5 
 

The area we went to was closer to Bishop and only about 15 minutes from the motel, 

that’s +,+.  So we got to this place at about 10:00am and only one other person was 

there, no another car in site, we had the place to our self!!  It was nice, quite and 

good fishing water.  The first pool I fished I caught three 10-12” brown trout, from 

there I was able to walk in the river  up stream to another spot and caught a couple 

more then at another hole caught one brown trout.   

 

We usually fish the morning before we fly back home so, but Fred, Gary and I went 

back to the same place as on Sunday.  However, Monday morning the weather was 

changing, a storm was coming to the area so the nice warm weather of the past three days had left and it was now getting 

colder.  And of course the fishing got worse too, we caught nothing that morning, but we had fun anyways.  

 

As we head back home we thought of the good time with the others and the great fishing. Some people caught more than 

others but we always have a great time.   Looking forward  to next year. 

 

Gary and Don 

The gorge 
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FLY FISHERS FOR CONSERVATION 
 

Hi all. It's that time of year again......time for the 2013 Fresno Fly Fisher's for Conservation an-
nual fund raising banquet! Jack Leveque has got another outstanding evening planned. He's 
scored well over fifteen thousand dollars worth of live auction, silent auction and raffle prizes. 
We have the same great caterer lined up. Same great location. This is one evening where 
you're sure to see friends from the club, and local fly fishing community, that you may not have 
seen since the last banquet! It means that much to current, and past members. Everybody 
comes to support the club so we can continue to do the many kids, veterans and community 
events that we support throughout the year. It really is quite the event.  
 
This banquet ALWAYS sells out. So get your reservations in early. The early bird raffle is a 
$200 gift card to Herb Bauer's. The deadline for the early bird is April 10th. The reservation 
form is attached to this e-mail.  
 

Scott  

mandydad@sbcglobal.net  

 

FLY FISHERS FOR CONSERVATION 
(Fresnoflyfishers.org) 

ANNUAL 2013 SPRING BANQUET 
FRESNO COUNTY SPORTSMAN’S CLUB 

SAVE THE DATE 
SATURDAY April 27th 

 
SILENT & LIVE AUCTIONS 

GIANT FLY FISHING GENERAL RAFFLE 
BUCKET RAFFLES 

RODS 
 

REELS 
 

FLY LINES 
 

WADERS 
 

GUIDED FLYFISHING TRIPS 
 

ACCESS TO PRIVATE FISHING WATERS 
 

THOUSANDS OF FLIES  
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SUPPORT YOU LOCAL FLY FISHING SHOPS 

 

 

Yosemite Rivers Fly Shop is located at 40827 Hwy 
41 In Oakhurst, CA 

Shop phone number: 559-641-7788 
 

Brought to you by Sierra Fly Fisher Guide Service 
http://sierraflyfisher.com 

 

Sequoia Fishing Company 

 
35559 Highway 190 (Downtown Springville) 

Springville, Ca. 

559-539-5626 
Store hours are Thursday-Saturday 9:30am-5pm and Sunday 10:00am-2:00pm 

 

Web-Site -www.sequoiafishingcompany.com or e-mail flyfish-
nut@sequoiafishingcompany.com. 

Flyfishing the local Tule River System, Lake Success and the Upper Kern River and Tributaries, at a 
competitive price. 

Fly Fishing supplies, float tubes and pontoon boats by Buck’s Bag,  Temple Fork Outfitters Fly-Fishing rods in 3, 4, 

5, and 6 wts., which include a lifetime warranty.  Fly Fishing reels -TFO, Ross, and Pfluegor.  Dry flys, wet flies, 

nymphs, streamers and wooly buggers and more. Also,  float line, leader and tippet from Scientific Anglers, Climax, 

and Frog’s Hair.   

 

 
 

 
 

5732 Dunsmuir Avenue in downtown Dunsmuir  

across the street from the historic California Theater.  
 

Hours: Sunday to Thursday, 7am-5pm; Friday and Saturday, 7am -6pm  
Phone: 530.235.2969   

Web-Site-www.tedfay.com  E-mail info@tedfay.com   
 

Ted Fay Fly Shop has been serving the fly fisherman of the Upper Sacramento 
and McCloud Rivers for over a half century. We're located in downtown Dun-
smuir, just minutes south of Mt. Shasta, and close to the Upper Sac. We have 
all supplies needed to fly-fish this area.  
Contemplating a trip? Check our pages, or call us - or both!   

If you're headed up this way, please be sure to stop in and say hello.  

http://sierraflyfisher.com/
mailto:flyfishnut@sequoiafishingcompany.com
mailto:flyfishnut@sequoiafishingcompany.com
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
For other Calendar Dates 

Visit the Clubs web-site at www.kaweahflyfishers.org 

DAY DATE EVENT INFORMATION 

 Friday March 1st Kaweah FlyFishers March Meeting 
Life Style Center 
5105 W. Cypress 
Time:  7:30pm-9:30pm 

Dinner with the evening’s program, - at Denny’s, 200, South Akers Street , Visa-
lia 5:00pm – 6:30pm 
Fly tying before meeting with Don Lieb 6:30—7:30pm 
Club Business: 
Evening’s Program:  

Monday March 4th March Board Meeting Life Style Center, 5105 W. Cypress, 7:30pm-9:00pm 

Wed March 7th KFFF Casting Classes  From 6pm – 7pm, Plaza Park pond ‘s west bank. the Kaweah Fly Fishers’ Casting 
Class held each Wednesday evening from 6:00-7:00pm, March through mid Octo-
ber, at Plaza Park pond ‘s west bank. For more information or to reserve a spot 
contact mdcave@sbcglobal.net  

Tuesday March 12th Fly Tying with Don Lieb  7pm – 9pm ,at 4520 W Cypress Ave, Visalia. (corner Linwood St) Quail Park Re-
tirement Village.  We usually give Don a couple of bucks each as he pays for the hooks 

and material himself.  Contact Done if you are going so he can plan on bring the  materials 

he will need at 559-734-5153 or d.lieb@sbcglobal.net  

Wed March 13th KFFF Casting Classes  From 6pm – 7pm, Plaza Park pond ‘s west bank. the Kaweah Fly Fishers’ Casting 
Class held each Wednesday evening from 6:00-7:00pm, March through mid Octo-
ber, at Plaza Park pond ‘s west bank. For more information or to reserve a spot 
contact mdcave@sbcglobal.net  

Wed March 20th KFFF Casting Classes  From 6pm – 7pm, Plaza Park pond ‘s west bank. the Kaweah Fly Fishers’ Casting 
Class held each Wednesday evening from 6:00-7:00pm, March through mid Octo-
ber, at Plaza Park pond ‘s west bank. For more information or to reserve a spot 
contact mdcave@sbcglobal.net  

Tuesday March 26th Fly Tying with Don Lieb  7pm – 9pm ,at 4520 W Cypress Ave, Visalia. (corner Linwood St) Quail Park Re-
tirement Village.  We usually give Don a couple of bucks each as he pays for the hooks 

and material himself.  Contact Done if you are going so he can plan on bring the  materials 

he will need at 559-734-5153 or d.lieb@sbcglobal.net  

Wed March 27th KFFF Casting Classes  From 6pm – 7pm, Plaza Park pond ‘s west bank. the Kaweah Fly Fishers’ Casting 
Class held each Wednesday evening from 6:00-7:00pm, March through mid Octo-
ber, at Plaza Park pond ‘s west bank. For more information or to reserve a spot 
contact mdcave@sbcglobal.net  

Sunday March 31st Upper Kings river above Pine Flat. 
March Brown Mayfly hatch with Jim-
my Morales 

Sun, March 31, 8am – 5pm. Where: Upper Kings river above Pine Flat. Description 
of the event.  Upper Kings river above Pine Flat. March Brown Mayfly hatch. Con-
tact Jimmie Morales sierraflyfisher@sti.net (559) 641-7788  

Wed April 1st KFFF Casting Classes  From 6pm – 7pm, Plaza Park pond ‘s west bank. the Kaweah Fly Fishers’ Casting 
Class held each Wednesday evening from 6:00-7:00pm, March through mid Octo-
ber, at Plaza Park pond ‘s west bank. For more information or to reserve a spot 
contact mdcave@sbcglobal.net  

Fri, Sat & 
Sun 

Apr 5 – 7 36th Annual Sportsmen's Boat, RV, and 

Outdoor Living 
KERN COUNTY FAIRGROUNDS 11425 P. Street Bakersfield, CA 93307 .  

 Description; http://calshows.com/  
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Kaweah Flyfishers
   

   Post Office Box 3704 
 Visalia, California 93278 

We are proud to be affiliated with these organizations: 
    

CALIFORNIA SPORTFISHING PROTECTION ALLIANCE  
 
FEDERATION OF FLY FISHERS, Southwest Council      
 
CALIFORNIA TROUT    
  
THE NATURE CONSERVANCY  
 
TROUT UNLIMITED                                                          

Submitting Newsletter Articles 
 
Articles must be received by the 20th of the 

month for the following month’s edition.  A 

heads-up even before then is greatly appreciated.  

E-mail information or article to:  rhart-

ley@dinuba.ca.gov 

WEB SITE http://www.kaweahflyfishers.org 

Newsletter Editor: Rick Hartley 

rhartley@dinuba.ca.gov 

 

 

Subscription Price is included in all classes of 
membership. 

 

Parts of this newsletter may be repro-
duced so long as credit is given the au-
thor, artist, and the Kaweah Flyfishers. 

 
. 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
      Phone                    E-mail 
Past President:    Jim Brem ......      559-260-7152 jdbrem@lightspeed.net 
PRESIDENT:  Wayne Thompson  .559-324-1410   wayne@sawdustandflies.com 
Vice President:   
SECRETARY:   Don Stillwell....    559-733-9471        dons@lightspeed.net 
TREASURER :  Mark Bonar         559-733-4451 ra_mbonar@att.net 
DIRECTOR:      George Pilling....559- 625-3662        gppilling@gmail.com  
DIRECTOR:      Dave Harris. ..     559-625-0362 david@dharrisusa.com  

DIRECTOR:      Rob Loer    robloer@earthlink.net  
DIRECTOR:     Jimmy Jones......    atcjimmie@aol.com 
 

COMMITTEEIES 

CAL TROUT:  Brett Matzke....559-658-7688         dmatzke@sierra.com        
CONSERVATION:  John Crane .559-741-9216          jcrane-j@att.net 
FALL BANQUET:    pending  
FLY CASTING:  Mark Cave........559- 623-5338 mdcave@sbcglobal.net 
FLYROD BUILDING: Fred Nave..559-625-5294  
FLY TYING: Don Lieb.................559-734-5153 d.lieb@sbcglobal.net 
LIBRARY  David Harris ..............559-625-0362 david@dharrisusa.com 
LOWER KINGS RIVER:   
John Crane, Bill Thiesen ............559-636-3906 bsthiressen@comcast.net 

MEMBERSHIP:  Fred Naylor …..559-730-5504 fnaylo1@gmail.com,   

  Mailing address is 222 S. Hilton CT, Visalia, CA. 93291 

OUTINGS:Mark Cave   ..............559-623-5338  mdcave@sbcglobal.net 
SOUTHWEST COUNCIL FFF and CLUB WEBSITE:    
Wayne Thompson  ...................559-324-1410   wayne@sawdustandflies.com 
TROUT IN THE CLASSROOM:  George Pilling, 559- 625-3662 - gppill-
ing@gmail.com  
NEWSLETTER: Rick  Hartley……559- 5859-1435    rhartley@dinuba.ca.gov 

mailto:robloer@earthlink.net

